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In bringing this preface to a close the author wishes to express
his conviction that the micrology of water is going to play an
increasingly important part in the science of sanitation. The
demand for clean water is growing. Popular standards of purity
ajre rising. Our cities need water of such quality that the people
not only can drink it with safety, but will drink it with pleasure.
Safety first " is as good a motto for the water-supply service as
it is for railroad service, but safe water that is not also clean
loses, psychologically, much of its value.
In the interest of clean water it is hoped that the study of
the microscopic organisms will not be confined to specialists,
but will be undertaken by all superintendents of water-works,
who are in charge of storage reservoirs. It is for such men and
for students of water analysis that this book has been especially
prepared.                                                             G. C. W.
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., January i, 1914.